CMS 2100

African American Cinema/Bonner


Just Another Girl on the IRT (Leslie Harris, 1992; 92 minutes)

Screenwriter: Leslie Harris
Producer: Leslie Harris
Cinematography: Richard Connors
Editor: Jack Haigis
Production Design: Michael O’Dell Green
Costumes: Bruce Brickus
Original Music: Eric Sadler
Cast

Chantel Mitchell (Ariyan A. Johnson) Tyrone (Kevin Thigpen)


Natete (Ebony Jerido)


Paula (Chequita Jackson)


Gerard (Jerard Washington)


Owen Mitchell (Tony Wilkes)


Debra Mitchell (Karen Robinson)
Mr. Weinberg (Johnny Roses)


Lavonica (Kisha Richardson)


Denisha (Monet Dunham)


Mr. Moore (Wendell Moore)


Cedric (William Badgett)


Woman Customer (Laura Ross)
Clinic Doctor (Ron L. Cox)


Rashawn (Richie Carter)


Amiri (Mwata Cofer)


Andre (Shawn King)


Store Manager (Gary Perez)


Social Worker (Lynn Franklin)


Policeman #1 (Erwin Wilson)
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Abstract (adapted from IMDB.com)
Chantel Mitchell (Ariyan Johnson), a hip, articulate, black high-school girl in Brooklyn, is determined not to become "just another girl on the IRT" (the IRT is one of NYC's subway lines). She dreams of medical school, a family, and an escape from the generational poverty and street-corner life her friends seem to have accepted as their lot. But personal and sexual challenges confront Chantel on her way to fulfilling these dreams.
Questions for Discussion:

1.  How do race, gender, and class relations intersect in Just Another Girl on the IRT? Find examples from the film to support your observations.
2.  How does Just Another Girl on the IRT compare or respond to the Blaxploitation films we saw in Section 2? With Sweetback or Ganja & Hess? Find examples from the films to support your observations.
3.  How does Just Another Girl on the IRT compare to the work of the LA Rebellion filmmakers? Find examples from the films to support your observations.
4.  Why is Just Another Girl on the IRT historically important?






